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he said.
A leading textile
unit at Kinfra park
under the aegis of
Apparel Export
Promotion Council
he found 600 people
working but only 200
of them  were
Malayalis. The rest
belonged 10
Orissa and

course)

3500

“It shows
the sad state

of affairs
Mr
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< SMART Machine Technician - 2
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of the
r close

< the aversion of

1 5 lo manual
labous  that provides
immense o] ities in

the apparel industry
V. R. Susha, principal of
in

ATDC
Thiruvananthapuram
told DC that apart from its
main unit at Kinfra, it has
centres at Kochi and
Kannur and six sub-cen
tres at Kollam, Kochi
Kozhikode, Malappuram,
Palakkad and Kannur.

‘If NIFT courses are
more  design-oriented
ATDC's cot are indus
try-oriente 100
percent placement is

ODIpbuthshmDedgﬂdW
course - Rs §2, 000 (same)

= Certificate in Apparel Pattern
Making - 6 months Rs 26, 000
(Students need to pay only Rs 13,
000 due to the vocational training

= Certificate in Production
Supervision & Quality Control - 6
months Rs 26, 000 (same)

< SMART Sewing Machine Operator
(Basic & Advance) - 2 months Rs

<« SMART surface Ornamentation - 2

< SMART Quality Checker - 2

kR
wssured. Most of our stu:
lents prefer to be self
employe these days if
one knows how to stitch
sari blouse and salwar
kameez, they earn good
money. Ii they are work-
ing under an

they make only

mtl:ney." the princtpal
said.

Experts feel that the
ATDC should start incu-
bation facllity for start
ups at traditional centres
of handloom industry
Cooperatives Hantex and
Handloom Development

ultant for setting up
incubation units with
fonal skill develop-

Nt Programmes.
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Ms Femitha Latheef, 26, is
indebted to Dr A. P J.
Abdul Kalam for the uu&:
rational, “Dream is not
thing you see in sleep but
the thing that doesnt let
you sleep”.

Armed with oneyear
diploma in apparel manu-
facturing technology from
Apparel  Traini
Design Centre (ATDC) at
Kinfra International
Apparel Park, Ms Femitha
Latheef launched her
designer brand, ‘Kalista®
(meanings most beautiful
in Greek) in 2009. She i8
already a successful entre-
preneur with three bou-
tiques at Oberon Mall,
Centre Square Mall and
Shobha Road at
Palarivattom bypass in

Kochi.
Ms Femitha
belongs to

Latheef
Kundara

started bher business

little cash in hand. Thanks

et h‘rqpl )
guing places.

“One
fashion _designet

cos-
tumes for actors and Vils,
Mr Simson Antony, &
er former student of A’
Is rearing to partici
Lakme Fashion Week
this year in New Del

Femitha Lathee!

in  Simson, 36, was
Kollam, She recalls how she  an artist
w
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EVEN THOUGH FEW INDUSTRIALISTS
FROM MUMBAI AND BENGA! UR1 SE
THEIR UNITS IN KERALA, TH! UL
NOT SUSTAIN, THEY WERE HUGELY
IMPRESSED BY THE INFRASTRUCTURE.
MALAYALIS ARE NOT KEEN TO WORK FOR
PREVALENT WAGES

— P. H. Kurian, Additional chie! secreta

RECENTLY WHEN | VISITED THE i i
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM SUB-CENTRE OF
ATDC AT PETTAH, | WAS ASTONISHED TO
SEE THAT MAJORITY OF THE 60 STU-
DENTS OF THE FASHION DESIGNING
WERE GRADUATES AND POSTGRADUATES
LIKEM COM AND M PHARM WHO WERE
NOT KEEN TO WORK IN THE INDUSTRIAI

| SECTOR.

§ — Dr. Darlie Oommen Koshy, Direcit
of Apparel Management and Appars




